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FARID 

EL ASRI 
D e a n  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  S o c i a l   
S c i e n c e s  ( U I R )  

 

 Born on 03-08-1972 in Brussels 

 
Research Fields  

 +212 34 06 88 54  -  Anthropology of the contemporary 
 farid.elasri@uir.ac.ma - Religious sociocultural dynamics 
 www.elasrifarid.com - Contemporary Islamic thought and training 

- Muslim theological discourses and paths 
- Aesthetics, artistic expressions, and ethics of religion 

 
ACADEMIC FUNCTIONS 

  
Academic Responsibilities 
  

• Dean of the College of Social Sciences, International University of Rabat (UIR), since September 1st, 2023  

• Scientific Director and Lecturer in Executive Education on « Religious and Social Sciences: Islam in the 
Contemporary World», Catholic University of Louvain, Brussels, from 2007 to 2023 

• Director of the Center for Global Studies, UIR, since August 2020  

• Co-Executive Director of the International Master "Religion, Politics and Global Society", University 
Piemonte Orientale, University of Padova and International University of Rabat (UIR), since 2020  

• Publishing director of the journal Afrique(s) en Mouvement, African journal on mobilities and 
globalization, UIR Presses, since 2019  

• Holder of the Chair "Cultures, Societies and Religious facts", UIR, since 2016  

  
Academic Teaching  
  

• University professor at Sciences Po Rabat, UIR, since 2012   
• Guest-Lecturer at the University Faculty of Protestant Theology: « Anthropology of Islam », Brussels, since 

2022 

• Guest Lecturer at Università degli Studi di Padova: « Aspects of Contemporary Religion», International 
Master: Religion, Politics and Global Society » (UIR, UPO, Un. Padova), since 2021   

• Guest Lecturer at the University of Bari Aldo Moro: « Gender and Religious Radicalization », as part of 
the PriMed project, 2021  

• Guest Lecturer at the Saint-Louis University: « Western religions: Judaism, Christianity, Islam », with 
Professors David Lemler and Benoît Bourgine, Brussels, since 2017  

 
Supervision of Doctoral Theses 
 

• Supervision of 6 doctoral theses within the Center for Global Studies as well as 2 theses in co-direction 
(EHESS) 

  
UNIVERSITY EDUCATION 

  
• PhD in Anthropology, Catholic University of Louvain. Thesis: "Islam in music: identity structuring and the 

European musical field", ESPO (UCL), 2011 

• Advanced Diploma of Studies, « Jewish Histories, Thoughts, and Civilization», Martin Buber Institute, 
Université Libre of Brussels (ULB), 2003  

• Honors Diploma (DS) in Applied Political Science, ISC, Saint Louis University of Brussels, 2002  

• Aggregation in Philosophy and Literature: Arabic, AESS, Université Libre of Brussels (ULB), 2001  

• Bachelor’s degree in philosophy and literature, Oriental Languages and Literatures, specialization: 
Islamic East (Hebrew, Persian, Arab), Institute of Philology and Oriental Stories, Université Libre of 
Brussels (ULB), 2000  

mailto:farid.elasri@uir.ac.ma
http://www.elasrifarid.com/
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RECENT SCIENTIFIC COMMITMENTS 

  
Expert/Associate Researcher: 
  

• Prevention and Interaction Project in the Trans-Mediterranean Area (PriMED), 2018-2022  

• Program « L’enseignement de l’islam au Maroc, XVIIIe-XXIe siècles, Islamic Learning in Morocco », ANR 
(DS0805), CNRS, 2017-2020.  

• FOPA, master’s degree in education, Catholic University of Louvain, since 2017  

• Centre Jacques Berque, Department of Cooperation and Cultural Action (SCAC), since 2017  

• Observatoire de la sortie de la violence, Fondation Maison des Sciences de l’Homme, FMSH, Paris, 2017-
2019  

• International Joint Laboratory (LMI) MOVIDA : « Mobilités, Voyages, Innovations et Dynamiques dans les 
Afriques méditerranéenne et subsaharienne », Institut de Recherches et Développement (IRD), since 
2017  

 
RECENT ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES AND COMMITMENTS 

  
• Member of the Institutional Review Board, International University of Rabat, since 2023   

• Scientific Director of Executive Education in « Religious and Social Sciences: Islam in the 
Contemporary World », UCL, USL-B, Scientific expertise, 2007-2023  

• Scientific Manager of the Local UIR Unit of the International Project « Arriver en Europe, partir d’Europe 
: trajectoires marocaines et turques » as part of the Erasmus+ program, 2019-2022   

• Director of the research group: « Judaïté, Marocanité et Citoyenneté », CGS, UIR, since 2021   

• Referent of the research axis « Dynamiques du fait religieux contemporain en Afrique », Center for 
Global Studies, UIR, since 2020  

• Referent of the research team: « Les religions dans une Afrique liquide » (REAL), Center for Global 
Studies, UIR, since 2020 

• Member of the research team “Valises de MRE” aWithin the research axis "Migration, global mobilities 
and the complexities of anchorages" (MIMO), Center for Global Studies, since 2020  

  

MEMBER OF NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEES 

  
• University Faculty of Protestant Theology, since 2022  

• Global Africa Consortium, 2020-2024  

• Executive Committee: Training for Imams and Ministers of Religion operating in Italian prisons, University 
of Padova, in the framework of the PriMED project https://primed- miur.it/corso-imam-contesto-
penitenziario/, from 2018 to 2022  

• Merian Center for Advanced Studies in the Maghreb (MECAM)   

• School of Philosophical and Religious Sciences (ESPR), Religious Studies Department, Saint-Louis 
University, Brussels, since 2019  

• Journal Les cahiers des prisonniers, General Delegation for Prison Administration and Reintegration 
(DGAPR) Maroc, 2020   

• Institute of Research and Higher Studies of Granada, Master’s degree “Islam Today. Trends of Islamic 
Thought and Coexistence and Diversity Management”, University of Granada, Spain, from 2017 to 2019 

   
  

RECENT SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITIES 

  
• Development of international programs :  

  
o Member of the Organizing Committee of the Global Africa Doctoral School, October 2024  
o Co-coordination of the MOVIDA-UIR Doctoral School, Autumn 2022  
o Co-coordination of the Tunis Doctoral School, Mai 2022 
o CGS Workshops at the First Summer School of the International Network of Arab Societies, 2023  
o Editing teaching capsules (MOOC) in the framework of 'Erasmus+' ”arriver, vivre et quitter l’Europe : 

les marocains et les turcs comme étude de cas”, 2022  
o Organization of the Midis du Ramadan, College of Social Sciences, UIR, since 2021 
o Organization of a research seminar on " l’expression culturelle et religiosité " with Maryam Kolly « 

Jeunesse et religiosité » at UIR, February 2020    
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RECENT BOOKS, COORDINATION OF COLLECTIVE BOOKS AND REPORTS (2022-2024) 

  
- El Asri, Farid, Sophie Bava, Johan Younes Van Praet and Manuella Pinelli (coord.). Se former à l’Islam en 
France : Radioscopie du champ des instituts islamiques privés. Brussels: University Presses of Saint Louis. To 
be published in Autumn 2024.  

- El Asri, Farid, and Maryam Kolly (dir.). Are We Europe? . Brussels: University Presses of Saint Louis, 2022.  

- El Asri, Farid, Sophie Bava, and Sabrina Mervin (dir.). Pérégrinations marocaines : Construction, transmission 
et circulation des savoirs d'islam (XVIIIe- XXIe siècles)/ Moroccan peregrinations: Construction, transmission 
and circulation of knowledge (18th-21st centuries). Revue des mondes musulmans et de la Méditerranée 
(REMM). Aix-en-Provence : University Presses Provence, 2022.   

 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF SCIENTIFIC ARTICLES (2022-2024)  

  
- El Asri, Farid. « Entre trajectoires des minorités musulmanes des premiers siècles et théologie de l’altérité ». 
In the conference proceedings of Minorités religieuses en Afrique méditerranéenne et subsaharienne : Le 
défi, la force et la grâce d’être minoritaires under the direction of Jean Koulagna, 141-147. Rabat : Institut 
œcuménique de théologie Al Mowafaqa, 2023.   

- El Asri, Farid. « Calendrier hégirien ». In Dictionnaire des temps sacrés, under the direction of Philippe 
Martin, 199-202. Lyon : CNRS éditions, ISERL, 2023.   

- El Asri, Farid. « Conscience du temps ». In Dictionnaire des temps sacrés, under the direction of Philippe 
Martin, 202-206. Lyon : CNRS éditions, ISERL, 2023.     

- El Asri, Farid, and Sara Mejdoubi. « Sémantique du discours religieux sur l’altérité. Hassan Iqouissen comme 
étude de cas ». Corpus. Online on 09 février 2023. https://doi.org/10.4000/corpus.7838    

- El Asri, Farid, Mehdi Alioua, Sophie Bava, and Beatriz Mesa. « Au-delà de la frontière, une phénoménologie 
de l’africanité tunisienne ». Afrique(s) en Mouvement, n°6, 2023 : 10-15, https://www.cairn.info/revue-afrique-en-
mouvement-2023-2.htm    

- El Asri, Farid. “La diplomatie religieuse marocaine comme propédeutique préventive ». In Les 3D : 
Diplomaties sécuritaire, religieuse et économique au cœur du Sahara-Sahel, under the coordination of 
Beatriz Mesa, 81-89. Rabat : Konrad-Adenaeur-Stiftung, 2023.  

- El Asri, Farid, Sophie Bava, and Yousra Hamdaoui. « Voies et voix d’Islam. Enjeux diplomatiques et pratiques 
de la formation aux métiers du culte au Maroc ». In Pérégrinations marocaines : Construction, transmission et 
circulation des savoirs d'islam (XVIIIe-XXIe siècles), under the direction of Farid El Asri, Sophie Bava and 
Sabrina Mervin, 207-226. Aix-en-Provence : University Presses of Provence, 2022.    

- El Asri, Farid. « Introduction: Are We Europe? ». In Are We Europe ? under the direction of Farid El Asri and 
Maryam Kolly, 07-29. Brussels : University Presses of Saint Louis, 2022.  

- El Asri, Farid, and Sophie Bava. « Chapitre 2. Le Maroc au carrefour de l’offre de formation religieuse entre 
Europe et Afrique ». In Are We Europe ?, under the direction of Farid El Asri and Maryam Kolly, 63-102. 
Brussels : University Presses of Saint Louis, 2022.  

- El Asri, Farid. « Chapitre 4. Trajectoire du Self-imam en Belgique. Approches généalogique, diachronique 
et praxéologique de la fonction religieuse au sein de mosquées belgo-marocaines à Bruxelles ». In Are We 
Europe ?, under the direction of Farid El Asri and Maryam Kolly, 129-164. Brussels : University Presses of 
Saint Louis, 2022.  

- El Asri, Farid. « Les musulmanes entre le perçu, le lu et le su ». In Le leadership féminin au Maroc : de 
l’invisibilité à la visibilité, under the direction of Nouzha Chekrouni, 31-48. Rabat: Policy Center For the New 
South, 2022.  

- El Asri, Farid, Sophie Bava and Yousra Hamdaoui. « Ces étudiants africains en quête de savoirs religieux à 
Rabat : Fabrication du mythe et des imaginaires en contexte migratoire ». Rabat : Shoot Your Face (SYF), 
2022.  

- El Asri, Farid and Sophie Bava. « Quand les migrations construisent les métiers du religieux autour de l’islam 
transméditerranéen Imams Sénégalais de Marseille et Marocains de Bruxelles ». Insaniyat 96, Tome 2 (2022) 
: 36-60, https://doi.org/10.4000/insaniyat.26932  

https://doi.org/10.4000/corpus.7838
https://www.cairn.info/revue-afrique-en-mouvement-2023-2.htm
https://www.cairn.info/revue-afrique-en-mouvement-2023-2.htm
https://doi.org/10.4000/insaniyat.26932
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EDITORIAL COMMITMENTS 

  
• Referent of the Journal Quaderni di diritto e politica ecclesiastica, Un. Il Mulino, since 2024  

• Director of the Collection Conjuguer au présent, UIR, since 2023 https://www.uir.ac.ma/fr/pole/center-for-
global-studies/collection-conjuguer-au-pr%C3%A9sent  

• Associate-Editor of the Journal of Islam in Europe and in the Mediterranean World, 
https://jiemw.padovauniversitypress.it/  

• Co-coordination of an issue of the Revue des Mondes Musulmans et de la Méditerranée (REMMM) sur le 
thème : Pérégrinations marocaines : Construction, transmission et circulation des savoirs d'islam (XVIIIe-
XXIe siècles). 2022 https://journals.openedition.org/remmm/16818  

• Publication Director and Member of the Editorial Board of Afrique(s) en Mouvement, since 2019 
https://www.cairn.info/revue-afrique-en-mouvement.htm?ora.z_ref=cairnSearchAutocomplete  

• Member of the editorial board of the journal Global Africa, 2021-2023 
https://www.globalafricasciences.org/journal  

• Member of the scientific committee of the journal Prologues, Magazine maghrébin des sciences 
humaines et sociales, since 2016 https://prologues.medias24.com/  

• Reader for Les Cahiers de l’Islam, France, since 2012 https://www.lescahiersdelislam.fr/  

 
 
RECENT SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 

  
Symposiums :  

• Panelist at the Belgian-Moroccan Academic Forum organised by the DIMOBEL60 consortium, Brussels, 
February 2024  

• Participation in the Parliamentary Conference on Interfaith Dialogue, June 2023   

• Intervention " Entre trajectoires de minorités musulmanes des premiers siècles et théologie de l'altérité 
" in Panel 3 of the 10th Anniversary Colloquium of Al Mouwafaqa Three Religious Minorities in 
Mediterranean and Sub-Saharan Africa: The Challenge, Strength and Grace of Being Minorities, March 
2023  

• Moderation of Panel 2 " Perceptions régionales ", and participation in Panel 3 " La diplomatie religieuse, 
entre le Sahara et le Sahel ", at the Colloquium on Security, Religious and Economic Diplomacy. The 
Sahara Sahel, a region at the heart of the issues, December 2022  

• Participation in the International Colloquium on Ethics for Interreligious Dialogue at the University of 
Geneva, June 2022  
 

Study days and scientific meetings:  
  
• Moderation of an international scientific meeting " Expressions artistiques et diversité religieuse : 

Déconstruire les figures de la haine " at the Mohammed V University of Rabat, June 2023   

• Intervention " Autour de la géopolitique régionale, dans le cadre des 120 ans d'engagement au service 
de l'éducation dans le monde du Congrès de la Mission Laïque Française (MLF) ", alongside Agnès 
Levallois, administrator of the MLF. UIR, May 2023 

• Intervention at the online meeting « Parfum, Judaïsme, Islam, Christianisme », organised by the University 
Saint-Louis de Bruxelles, March 2023  

• Scientific Research Meeting in Bayt Dakira, October 2022  

• Intervention "Plasticité(s) conceptuelle(s) de l'ipséité et de l'altérité", in “Préserver et transmettre la 
mémoire pour ancrer l’altérité” at the 5th edition of the Rencontres Internationales de Toumliline 2022 at 
the Rabita Mohemmadia of the Ulemas, June 2022  

 
Presentation of Reports:  
  

• Presentation of the report "Contenu risqué à caractère religieux véhiculé sur le net", at Crossed 
Perspectives on Online Radicalisation : Focus on Morocco, March 2023  

• Intervention during Session 1 "Une société en mouvement ? Mutations, résistances et reconfiguration" 
At the presentation of the report Le leadership au féminin au Maroc : De l'invisibilité à la visibilité, June 
2022  

  
 
 

https://www.uir.ac.ma/fr/pole/center-for-global-studies/collection-conjuguer-au-pr%C3%A9sent
https://www.uir.ac.ma/fr/pole/center-for-global-studies/collection-conjuguer-au-pr%C3%A9sent
https://jiemw.padovauniversitypress.it/
https://journals.openedition.org/remmm/16818
https://www.cairn.info/revue-afrique-en-mouvement.htm?ora.z_ref=cairnSearchAutocomplete
https://www.globalafricasciences.org/journal
https://prologues.medias24.com/
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Salon International de l’Edition et du Livre (SIEL) :  
  

• Moderation of a conference, "Savoirs en mouvement", at the 28th edition of the International Book and 
Publishing Fair (SIEL), Rabat, june 2023  

• Moderation of a conference, "Humanités en mouvement", at the 28th edition of the International Book 
and Publishing Fair (SIEL), Rabat, june 2023  

• Intervention "Du Moyen-âge à nos jours, institutions et liens sociaux. Hommage à Mohamed Charef, en 
sa présence, à l’occasion des mélanges publiés en son honneur" with Hicham Jamid and Kebir Atouf, at 
the CCME booth, at the 27th edition of the International Book and Publishing Fair, Rabat, june 2022  

• Participation in the Round Table "Etat de la recherche sur les migrations au Maroc", in partnership with 
the CCME, organized during the 27th edition of the International Book and Publishing Fair (SIEL), Rabat, 
June 2022  

• Intervention "Les Marocains du monde en perspectives avec les interventions de notre chercheur 
permanent", at the 28th edition of the International Book and Publishing Fair (SIEL), Rabat, june 2022  

• Presentation of "Afrique(s) en mouvement : mobilité, transformations et devenirs" with different 
interventions at the 27th edition of the International Book and Publishing Fair, Rabat, june 2022  

    
RECENT MEDIA APPEARANCES 

  
• 17 October 2023 : « Au Maroc, le référentiel religieux est constitutif d’une identité commune », Luxe 

Radio https://open.luxeradio.ma/show/track/3b1a33f81b8614762227f9614f0ca3c4?audio=farid-el-asri--au-
maroc-le-referentiel-religieux-est-constitutif-dune-identite-commune-  

• 30 August 2023 : « L'interdiction du port de l'abaya dans les écoles en France », in Soir Infos Broadcast, 
Medi 1 TV https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pV9-UD0iqhM   

• 05 July 2023 : « Quel islam dans un monde liquide », Farid El Asri and Asma Lamrabet, Podcast Pause-R, 
Telquel https://telquel.ma/2023/07/05/islam-et-societe-liquide-au-menu-du-dernier-pause-r_1819796   

• 28 June 2023 : « Aid Al-Adha : un rituel religieux aux portées multiples », in Questions d’Actu Broadcast, 
Medi1 TV https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5qm1-B9Sx74  

• 13 June 2023 : « Conférence parlementaire interconfessionnelle : Quels enjeux ? » in Afrique Infos 
Broadcast, Medi1 TV https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v26sGkjsNdg   

• 08 May 2022 : « Géopolitique régionale », Mission laïque française 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4zfZJjSu2k&list=TLPQMjYwMTIwMjSs64wCsIA1CA&index=2    

• 27 April 2022 : « Jeûne 2022, être musulman aujourd'hui », in Alternatives Broadcast, Medi1 TV 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2-NcvE24Ws&t=1s   

• 07 April 2022 : « Les opportunités et les défis de l’édition universitaire au Maroc », Publishing Africa 
episode 5 https://bit.ly/3raF3FT   

• 06 February 2022 : « Confluences entre sciences humaines et Islam », in Questions d’Islam Podcast, 
France Culture https://www.radiofrance.fr/franceculture/podcasts/questions-d-islam/confluences-entre-sciences-
humaines-et-islam-9835394   

https://open.luxeradio.ma/show/track/3b1a33f81b8614762227f9614f0ca3c4?audio=farid-el-asri--au-maroc-le-referentiel-religieux-est-constitutif-dune-identite-commune-
https://open.luxeradio.ma/show/track/3b1a33f81b8614762227f9614f0ca3c4?audio=farid-el-asri--au-maroc-le-referentiel-religieux-est-constitutif-dune-identite-commune-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pV9-UD0iqhM
https://telquel.ma/2023/07/05/islam-et-societe-liquide-au-menu-du-dernier-pause-r_1819796
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5qm1-B9Sx74
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v26sGkjsNdg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4zfZJjSu2k&list=TLPQMjYwMTIwMjSs64wCsIA1CA&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2-NcvE24Ws&t=1s
https://bit.ly/3raF3FT
https://www.radiofrance.fr/franceculture/podcasts/questions-d-islam/confluences-entre-sciences-humaines-et-islam-9835394
https://www.radiofrance.fr/franceculture/podcasts/questions-d-islam/confluences-entre-sciences-humaines-et-islam-9835394

